Daisybell comes to North America
New technology brings gas-powered heli-delivery to

avalanche control
By Jim Bay




it is barely felt inside the helicopter. The Daisybell is radio
controlled from inside the helicopter by the technician/operator
using a control box designed to be very safe and simple
to operate. The optimum distance above the snow for the
Daisybell is between 5 and 10 metres. Positioning is facilitated
by a laser rangefinder which provides a visual measure of
distance above the snow to the pilot and technician/blaster.

The blast effect can be optimized for different snow
conditions by varying the height above the snow surface. The
explosive equivalent of the blast is comparable to that of a
1.5 cubic metre Gazex exploder or 270mb at 4 metres below
the Daisybell (25mb is considered sufficient to trigger an
avalanche). With pilots experienced in flying the Daisybell and
familiar with the area being controlled, the movement from one
target to the can be very fluid and efficient.

The key benefits that Daisybell offers are:

= Simple, safe operation

* Air blast effectiveness

* No solid explosives

= Increased number of shots on one set of gas bottles (30
shots).

» Shorter gas fill time prior to firing (five seconds) for
greater efficiency.

DaisyBell offers another progressive option for avalanche
control requirements in North America, with quick, mobile
access to remote locations where permanent control systems
are not yet installed, or where control requirements are variable
and/or intermittent. The mobility by helicopter deployment
and simple transport to any location via truck or trailer gives
the system great flexibility for a variety of applications. Further
details on the Daisybell can be found at www.groupemnd.com
under the TAS link. For more local information, contact the
Canadian distributor, Avatek Mountain Systems Inc. Phone
250.344.2212, or e-mail info@avateksystems.ca.
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